THE VALLEY HAM NEWS
“ The Voice of Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club”
A California Non-Profit Organization

February 2012

Ham Fests
Debbie,
KI6ROW
and myself
packed up
all our gear,
hooked up
t
h
e
Airstream
(Big Silver
Mobile Ham
Shack) and headed south to
Quartzsite, Arizona again for the
annual gathering of hams that
happen to also be RV’ers. Small
changes had been made this year
to accommodate those wanting to
go to the Desert Rats Ham Fest in
the way of schedule changes. We
arrived early before the event
formally kicked off and were
surprised to find that there must
have been upwards to 50 RV’s
already set up.
The opening ceremony kicked off
Quartzfest 2012 at 4pm at the
Main Fire Ring. Quartzfest is a

YSARC

very unique
event in that it is
completely free
(with
the
exception of
craft supplies for
the ladies events)
and is run by its
participants. The
whole event is
c a r e f u l l y
coordinated by Steve Weed,
KO4QT who is one of the hardest
working persons I know.

PO Box 1169, Yuba City, CA
95992
_________________________________________

Quartzfest participants pick and
choose which seminars and event
activities they want to participate
in. Each day kicks off with the
morning campfire around 2 fire
rings - the Main and North fire
rings. Also in the morning was
the 2m announcements and
schedule adjustments by Steve,
KO4QT. (continued on page 4 & 5)

VHN Editor and
Webmaster

**Check out Episode 33 of “Ham
Nation....Yours truly was featured in a photo
playing guitar for the HOBO Stew Night at
Quartzfest - Thanks to Gordon, WB6NOA.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 1st - Wed. @5:30pm - YSARC Dinner Meeting @ the “2 Bits Cafe”
Yuba City
Feb 15th - Sat. 9am

YSARC Board Meeting - QTH - TBA

Feb 17,18

Yuma HamFest - ARRL SW Division
Convention - Yuma, AZ

President
Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY

Vice President
Andy Boone, KJ6IYM

Secretary
Larry Witcher, KE6LAW

Treasurer
Clara Ansley, N6VRH

Board Members
Herb Puckett, W6HBU
Mike Eby, KM6EBY
Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI
Marsha Sylvester-Jose, KI6CSN
Allen Hill, W6WPF
Jeremiah De La Ossa, W6DLO

Russell Decker, KB6YAF

Repeater Trustee
Dave Gartner, WD6AXM
Monthly activities
1st Wednesday: Club Meeting
3rd Wednesday: Board Meeting
(Check the minutes for details
on the Club and Board Meetings)
______________________
All newsletter submissions are due
on or before the 4th Wednesday of
the month

CLUB ACTIVITIES
Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
(146.850 - PL 110.0)
Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
2nd Wednesday - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

Larry’s Minutes
YSARC Board of Director’s Meeting - January 18, 2012
A regular Board of Directors meeting of the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club was held at the QTH of Herb Puckett’s,
W6HBU. The meeting was called to order by President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY at 1900-hours. All stood for the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Club Officers present were: President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY; Secretary Larry Witcher, KE6LAW; and Treasurer Clara
Ansley, N6VRH. Vice President, Andy Boone, KJ6IYM was absent.
Club Board Members present were: Herb Puckett, W6HBU; Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI; Mike Eby, KM6EBY; Allen Hill,
W6WPF; Jeremiah DeLaOssa, W6DLO; and Dave Gartner, WD6AXM. Marsha Sylvester-Jose, KI6CSN was absent.
Current years Officers were introduced by President Lonnie Moore.
Guests introduced were: Marilyn Hill, Ramona Traub, and Bob McClard, N6BOB.
Officers Reports: Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read by prior Secretary Meg Burgin, KI6TLS. The
Treasurers Report was not read by Treasurer, Clara Ansley, N6VRH, as she left it at home.
Under Old Business: President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY reviewed events of the December membership meeting and
discussed details of the next three months meetings.
Under New Business: Meg Burgin, KI6TLS, gave a synopsis on the status of the non-profit status of the club. It was
brought to attention that YSARC is still in good standing with the State of California’s non-profit status. Dave Gartner,
WD6AXM spoke of the commercial value of local and state government agencies and non-profit status. With nonprofit status, we are eligible for these agencies to be able to donate items to the club.
Larry Witcher, KE6LAW, and Russell Decker, KB6YAF will continue to work on the reinstatement of the club’s nonprofit status.
Prior Secretary Meg Burgin, KI6TLS handed over all of the archival documents to the new Secretary, Larry Witcher,
KE6LAW.
The Ham Cram date was set for February 18th at Meg Burgin’s QTH, to begin at 09:00. Instructors were encouraged to
be there by 08:30, and VE’s by 14:00. Al Hill, W6WPF volunteered to do the catering. Hamburgers are to be the main
course.

Herb Puckett, W6HBU, discussed the Extra study sessions, and brought to the attention of the board that it would be
better if each student would be furnished a study booklet and be taught in modules. If they were to have a problem
with any given area, they could contact Herb at his home for further help.
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY, stated that Minh Bui, N6MB, wants to set up a “Scholarship Fund” for the club for
Amateur Radio. The particulars of exactly what Minh’s intention’s are will be addressed at the next board meeting. Al
Hill, W6WPF, has offered to help set up the scholarship fund.
There was discussion about the YSARC Ham Fest and it was decided to be tabled until the next board meeting.
Larry Witcher gave a presentation of the club roster/spreadsheet he has authored for the club. Semantical mistakes
were pointed out and subsequently resolved. It was brought to the attention of the board that the spreadsheet is only as
good as the information placed into it, and that we need to bring everything up to date. This is needed for ARRL
reporting, and the non-profit status report.
The February 1st Sweetheart Dinner and Meeting will be held 1800-hours at the 2-Bits Café. Presentation will be a
surprise.
The board approved Ramona Traub to head a Field Day Food Committee.
Both “Bike Around The Buttes” and the “MS Walk” will be held April 21, 2012. We will provide communications for
both events.
The March Club Meeting will be held at Meg Burgin’s, KI6TLS, QTH with a BBQ and Ham Workshop, weather
permitting.
Marilyn Hill and Ramona Traub served Pineapple Upside down cake (Marilyn baked the cake) for refreshments. The
meeting was adjourned at 2045-hours.
Respectfully submitted by Larry A.Witcher – KE6LAW, YSARC Secretary

(HAMFESTS - Cont’d)
Here is a list of the activities during the week
of Quartzfest: (all FREE!!!!)
*Talk about ET’s-Gerry Aherns/Harvey Caplan
*Geneaology - Ruth Blatner / Jerry Boone
*Finding Fido & FurBall - Gordon West,
WB6NOA
*Volunteer Proficiency/ICS Emergency Comm Wayne Barringer, KB6UJW
*Logbook of the World - Norm Fuzaro, W3IZ
from ARRL Headquarters
*Digital Comm from 1964 to present - Bob,
W7HRA
*The Superhetrodyne Receiver - Lee, K6THQ
*Beading Class - Nancy Nicholson
*Knitting/CrossStitch - Carolyn Dahl
*Echolink/IRLP using MicroNode - Hans,
AE6TV
*DFing / T Hunting - Byon, N6BG / Daryl,
NU7X
* E s c a p e e s B O F “ D o v e s ” / R e d C ro s s
Emerg.Comm - Dave, N0GMP and Joyce
*Interfacing IC-7000 to watch HD TV on the
radio display - Bob, KA6LSL
*How to take the HAM exams - Gordon,
WB6NOA
*SoCal Camp for HandiHAMS - Marcia,
KG6FIX
*A to Z of Solar Power - Omer, KI6JNY
*Western Country Cousins Net info on
Antennas and Propagation - Roy, N5SWE
*Commercial Radio Telephone and Radio
Telegraph License Exams
*Solar Power Walkabout
*PotLuck Dinner
*RV Stories Around the Campfire
*Basketweaving/Crocheting - Marcia DeRuntz
*Quilling by Barb from Joyce’s Crafts

*Blogging and using WordPress
*APRS - Byon, N6BG and Omer, KI6JNY
*Amateur Radio County Hunting - Tom,
W3TOM
*Amateur Television - Bob, KA6LSL
*Geocaching - Mark, N7MA
*ARRL Updates - Tom, W3TOM
*Navy/Marine MARS - Tom, W6WC / Corky,
WE6COP
*Antenna Shootout on 7.250MHz- Bill, K6ACJ
*Amateur Radio License Testing - VEC:W5YI
*Antenna Walkabout - Ed, WB6WSN
*Iris Fold Cards by Jo from Joyce’s Crafts
*QRZ Users Fest - Fred Lloyd, AA7BQ
*Off Road 4WD Trip - Frank, KB7IQ / Jeff,
KD6JUC
*HOBO Stew / Music by Russell, KB6YAF
*Star Gazing with telescopes/d digital cameras
*Crime Prevention Seminar - Tim, KX7P
*SKP Wave Conference - Cliff, KD4ZB
*Solar Controller Technology - Rick Cullen
*Yard Sale
*Cast Iron Cooking Cookout/Pot Luck
*Prize drawings
*Special Events Station “W7Q”
*A trip into town to see the RV Show
As you can see, there was not a lack of things
to do while at Quartzfest. Quartzfest is actually
located about 6 miles south of Quartzsite on
Hwy 95 near the “99” mile marker. The BLM
manages the land.
The area where the
Quartzfest is is called “The Roadrunner”
Camping is free, but you have to sign in with
the BLM camp host. There are a few ‘rules’
you have to abide by, mostly common sense
ones like no dumping, if you pack it in, you
pack it out. (Con’t - next page)

For those RV’ers that wish to attend Quartzfest,
there are no services. No power, no water, no
nada, so fill up those fresh water tanks, make
sure your batteries are good. Bring either solar
panels or a good (quiet) generator! You also
have to pack in food and provisions. There are
several markets and services in town, but you’ll
have to share them with the other RV’ers that
come to town that week. There are about 250k
of them!! Even though Quartzfest ended on
Saturday, January 28th, many participants
including me packed up and headed west on
I-10 to attend the Desert Rats Ham Fest in Palm
Springs, CA. On a side note, it was interesting
to find out that Quartzfest was recognized by the
ARRL as an official Ham Radio Convention
Event. More information and photos can be
obtained at www.quartzfest.org Also, for those
of you on the Yahoo Groups, Quartzfest has its
own group.
You can find them at http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/quartzfest/ to join.
The Desert Rats Ham Fest is located at the end
of Gene Autry Blvd at the base of the mountain.
It is held at the QTH of one of the Desert Rats
members who donates his property for the event.
When Deb and I arrived in Palm Springs Friday
evening, there were several RV’s already there.
We pulled up on the curb and spent the night,
got up early on Saturday and set up our little
booth at the yard sale area. Besides the yard
sale, there are also commercial vendors in
attendance, but the yard sale vendors far
exceeded the commercial booths. Breakfast was
offered for $7. The Desert Rats Ham Fest is a

fund raiser for the club. Admission was a mere
$2 per person. Drawings were held during the
day for prizes.
The event also lasted into
Sunday where a group was led by Gordon West,
WB6NOA to the Sky Tram that goes from Palm
Springs to the top of Mt. Hemet. A special
events station was also held during the Desert
Rats Ham Fest. You can find more information
on the Desert Rats Event at http://desertrats.am/
The third ham fest in the trifecta of winter
southwest ham fests is the 2012 Yuba Hamfest
which is the “2012 ARRL SW Division
Convention” located at the Yuma County
Fairgrounds in Yuma, Arizona, February 17-18,
2012. If you are interested in attending, you’ll
find more information for this event at: http://
www.yumahamfest.org/
Deb and I had a great time once again on our
trip. She made several trips into town to go to
Hardie’s Jewelry and beads for her supplies. We
also went to the RV show to buy the rest of the
LED lights for our total LED light conversion
inside our Airstream. Those LED’s give off a
brighter light with much lower DC power
consumption. We survived off of our solar
power system for the trailer batteries and for the
AGM’s with our inverter for AC power for the
coffee maker, toaster, etc. We did however
experience 3 days of overcast weather which put
a strain on the AGM’s because of not being able
to generate the watts/amps necessary for
keeping them up. Oh well, there is always next
year! .......Russell, KB6YAF

Quartzfest 2012 Photo Highlights
by Russell, KB6YAF

One of the many impressive rigs - fully equipped for ENCOMM

A Casita Trailer and 3 element HF Beam Antenna & J Pole
antenna. I think the trailer is the base for the antenna mast!

Gordon West, WB6NOA leads PT with Steve, KO4QT early in
the morning before his talk on “Finding Fido & Furball w/220MHz

Russell & Debbie’s Big Silver Mobile Ham Shack at Quartfest

Two 245 watt solar panels into a MPPT controller and inverter
for AC power which worked very nicely all week

Norm, W3IZ from ARRL Headquarters gives a talk on “The
LogBook of the World” (LoTW)

A Table is setup for the “DF hunt” seminar

Byon, N6BG giving his seminar on Fox Hunting (DF)

The Special Event Station - 6 band Hex
beam on a 30‘ military crank-up tower

The Quartzfest Special Events Station “W7Q” (Icom 9100)

One of the more eclectic RV’s - “The Cat Drag’d Inn”

Norm, W3IZ works “W7Q” on the Icom 9100

Lots of RV rooftop antenna work done
at Quartzfest 2012

Watch out for “Wooden Snakes” !!!

We were treated to a beautiful sunrise on
Friday morning for the Yard Sale

One of the many Motorhomes with the HF
antennas ready to go

Joe, N6SZO is working his DF antenna
trying to find the hidden transmitter

Gordo, WB6NOA and his Comm Van
with his antennas set up working X-band

Old Glory peeks out between the cacti at
Quartzfest on a bright sunny morning

Desert Rats 2012 Photo Highlights
by Russell, KB6YAF

One view of the “Yard Sale” area very early in the morning
...and yes, it is right at the base of the mountain!!

More ‘Yard Sellers” setting up in the wee hours of the morning

This is inside the garage area. Commercial vendors are busy
setting up. Notice the beautiful ham radio shack of the host!!

The “Yard Sale” area continued around and all the way to the
base of the mountain!

This was the sign in front of the Desert Rats Special Events Sta.

(above) One of the commercial vendors was HI-Q Antennas.
Pictured here is Woody, K6WDY, one of the owners. If you are
looking for very high quality antennas and parts, check them out
(Right)
Pictured here is one of the many antennas the host
had at his place. All of his antennas, ham shack, radios, and
property was quite impressive. The Desert Rats are fortunate to
have members like Gary, KD6QLT and Susie, KD6TVO
Boskovich who donated the use of their property and facilities
for the wonderful event.

Here is another view of the “Yard Sale” set up. By the time the
ham fest started, this area was jam-packed filled with vendors
and buyers!!

