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Chuck Orgovan, KF6YKQ - SK
Chuck Orgovan Jr. had been ill for some time
before he succumbed. He loved ham radio even
though he had a number of other pursuits. He
came across to some as gruff & a bit grouchy, but
if you got
him on the
subject of
tube type
radios, he
would just
c o m e
alive. His
e y e s
w o u l d
shine and
a smile
would find
it way to
his lips. To
Chuck,
“glow in
the dark”
rigs had a
life of their own. It was my fortune to get
acquainted with Chuck & his wife Anna several
years ago. They like to tell the story of how they
met, how they’d known each other for some time,
how Chuck was a full time radio nut and Anna
was a full time “mountain woman”.
Anna
enjoyed getting with like minded folks, spending
a weekend living off the land much as our
ancestors did with no modern conveniences, no
electricity, no modern clothing and such.
Mountain men rendezvous. Sometimes it meant
cooking with dried horse apples or cow plop.
Anna enjoyed the challenge of living in these
conditions from time to time and had no interest
in radio. Of course, Chuck had no interest in
eating a breakfast cooked on a fire built of what

fell out of the back of a cow and dried in the sun.
They managed to get past these differences with
an agreement. Chuck would go to the rendezvous
with Anna and play mountain man and Anna
would get her ham license & play radio. Each of
them had to give a lot to make it happen, but it
did happen. Anna has pictures to prove it.
In the ensuing years, Anna has come to enjoy
radio and the two of them enjoyed building a
station and getting on the air. I came to know
them in the last few years by greeting them at
club meetings, then coming to their home to help
get antennas in the air. I learned a lot about Chuck
during those visits. He knew a great deal about
radios & antennas. We could talk antennas for
hours. He collected, cut & polished beautiful
rocks with his collection of equipment. He had a
steady hand welding with stick rod. He was like
some of us, a collector and like many of us, had
difficulty putting his finger on something he
wanted at the moment. Chuck was very human,
not perfect, but there were many things I admired
about him including his generosity. I will miss
him.
He showed me one of his tubes during one of
my visits. I was thinking a vacuum tube is just a
vacuum tube until he opened the box. It was
bigger than a football. I wish I’d taken a picture.
It was hard to decide whether to look at the tube
with its own beauty or the look of joy on his face
as he showed his prize to me. I got a bigger kick
out of watching him. Funny thing is, Chuck was a
lot like an old tube radio. He glowed as well.
KF6YKQ de KI6ZYY 73 my friend.
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 6th - Wed. @6pm - TAILGATE HAM RADIO SWAP/BUY Meeting
at Meg’s QTH in Live Oak.
April 16th - Sat. 6:30a - 4pm - BIKE AROUND THE BUTTES Bike Ride
in Sutter, CA (contact KB6YAF
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Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
(146.850 - PL 110.0)
Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
2nd Wednesday - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

MEG’S MEETING MINUTES
YUBA SUTTER AMATEUR RADIO CLUB - Board of Directors Meeting - March 16th, 2011
A regular board meeting was held at the QTH of Herb Puckett, W6HBU. The meeting was called to order by
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY at 1910-hours on Wednesday March 16th, 2011. All present stood to recite
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Club Officers present were: President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY and Secretary, Meg Burgin, KI6TLS. Both Vice
President Alfred Hermann, KD6NSQ and Treasurer, Clara Ansley, N6VRH were absent.
Board of Directors present were: Andy Boone, KJ6IYM; Herb Puckett, W6HBU; and Barry Barnes, KE6LW.
Both Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI and Russell Decker, KB6YAF were absent.
Ramona Traub was introduced as a guest. Bob McClard, N6BOB also attended the meeting.
Officers reports:
Minutes of the February 16th board meeting were approved with a correction of Herb Puckett, W6HBU’s call
sign. A correspondence had been received from the Superior Court of Sutter Country soliciting possible
interest for one of our more civic minded Sutter County members serving on the Grand Jury. The commitment
is for 4-hours a week for the calendar year of 2011-2012. Please reply to Meg Burgin, KI6TLS if interested in
an application.
There was no Treasurers report and no bills were submitted for payment.
Old Business
Meeting places for the next three months were discussed. While dinner meetings at the 2-Bits Cafe appear to be
very popular with those who attend, the number of members attending are down. Only 27 were at the
marvelous Corned Beef and Cabbage/Ham dinner on March 2nd. President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY expressed
concern of the profitability for 2-Bits Cafe to continue serving dinners to the club with declining attendance.
Barry Barnes, KE6LW volunteered to approach the 2-Bits Cafe owner to discuss this concern. Meg Burgin,
KI6TLS was asked to gather costs of other banquet facilities in the event that 2-Bits Cafe is ending up in the
red by continuing to accommodate YSARC. The option of choosing from the cafe’s regular menu, instead of a
limited selection, was also discussed.
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY reported that there had been no Special Event Station for the Bok Kai events
in Marysville because there had been no affirmative response from the organizers.
The Bike Around the Buttes event will be held on Saturday, April 16th. Chairman Russell Decker, KB6YAF
has all stations covered. Stand By’s may yet be needed. YSARC has NOT been asked to cover the MS Walk at
Sam Brannan Park on the same date.
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY reported that CW on FM - 146.460 simplex is currently being held every
Tuesday and Sunday at 1930-hours.
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY forwarded the names of Joseph Borelleri, Ronald Hughes, David McCready
as passing their V E Exams as Technicians and Barbara Gustavson as a General upgrade. Thank you’s go to
VE Examiners Lee Sheffield, KI6MCI, Herb Puckett, W6HBU, Gary Clark, KF6EWO, Anthony
Ramos,W6ROC and Daryl Autrey, AF6HS.
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New Business
The April 6th Membership Meeting will be a 1800-hour Pot Luck at Meg Burgin’s - KI6TLS QTH with a
HAM Rummage Sale to raise funds for the club. embers are asked to bring other white elephant type items
for the sale and Barry Barnes - KE6LW asks members to bring a copy of the recipe for the dish they are
bringing to the Pot Luck.
The May 4th Membership Meeting will again be back at the 2 Bits Cafe with planning for the June Field Day
as the program discussion. Andy Boon, KJ6IYM requested that the program be separated from the dinner so
that full attention may be given to each.
The June 1st Membership Meeting will again be a planning session for Field Day. Lonnie, KI6ZYY suggested
that Logs from Field Day ought to be submitted to ARRL. Meg Burgin, KI6TLS has invitations and publicity
ready for board approval. She requested that members submit additional names of individuals and
organizations be given to her for promotion of the event. Russell Decker, KB6YAF will be asked to design a
flyer for the event.
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 20th, at 1900-hours at the QTH of Herb
Puckett, W6HBU.
The meeting was adjourned at 1036-hours and Ramona Traub served cake and coffee.
Respectfully submitted, Meg Burgin, KI6TLS, YSARC Secretary

Welcome New
YSARC Members
The Yuba Sutter Amateur radio club
welcomes our newest members!
Dave Mosley, N6DXM (Extra) Orangvale, CA
Doug Forster, W6AXR (Gen) Grass Valley, CA
Arthur Cremer, KJ6LYR (Gen) Yuba City, CA
Minh Bui, KD6MB had the concrete foundation laid recently in
preparation for his ham radio tower. He is one happy man!!

Do You Know The Answer? ..... Which of the following answers doesn’t make sense....
(A) Ham operations in the 75 meter band
(B) Good “short skip” on 40 meters at 0900
(C) Excellent reception on a new 160 meter vertical J Pole
(D) Making a DX contact on PSK31 using only 5 watts
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER........
Another month has flown by & a lot has been happening. I’d
like to begin with a big thank you to Russ Decker, KB6YAF
who works so hard to put the Valley Ham News together. He
also keeps our web site up to date and looking good. Great job
Russell!
Quite a few hams are not excited about contests. I can
understand why. Contesters have a reputation for rudeness. A
few have earned it for the rest. It is too bad though. Contesting
can be a lot of fun and a lot can be learned during a contest. I
recently got involved in the International DX SSB contest. 10
meters opened up along with 15 meters and I had a ball. I had
one contact on 40, one on 20, three on 160 and 47 between 10
& 15 meters. My first contact was with Wales on 15, then
Aruba on 10 meters. Curacao, Argentina, Brazil, Hawaii, New
Zealand, Spain, Antigua, Virgin Island, Mexico and lots of
Japan stations. An interesting tidbit here. Japan has about a
million & a half hams while the United States has about
700,000. Looks like we have a bit of catching up to do.
Additionally, our hearts go out to the people of Japan
following their earthquake, tsunami & nuclear disasters.

Jeanne & Elli made through and beyond the Panama Canal. I
am looking forward to this one.
Field Day is getting closer and I’m getting more excited
about the prospects. Last month, I asked for you to let me
know how you feel about this event. Only a few have come
forward. I hate to think you might be afraid of getting
involved. Our plan is to have fun. Field Day is not a contest.
It is an opportunity to set up and operate under less than ideal
conditions. The last weekend in June is usually hot and
miserable. Less than ideal conditions, but we will have the
shade of Meg’s Walnut trees along with her hospitality. Come
along and be miserable with us, hi hi. We will have food and
refreshment, opportunity to set up and operate and plenty of
time to set around and chat it up.
At this time, we plan to run 3A. That means three stations
running on battery/solar power. It looks like we’ll have around
5 hams bringing solar arrays. More is better and if you can
bring yours, let me know. We can have a GOTA (Get On The
Air) station, but no one has stepped up to the plate on this one
yet. It is not necessary, but could be fun. It looks like we have
someone to take care of a VHF station (which isn’t included
in our three station status). We are looking to set my 8 element
yagi atop my 35 foot military jack up mast. If you have a rig
or any equipment you’d like to try out or use for Field Day,
please let me know. If you have any questions about Field
Day, please call me on the repeater or via the phone
(530-473-3228).

I learned a few things during that contest. I have a chart to
make it easier to go from band to band or even from one part
of a band to another with my tuner & Windom antenna. By the
end of the contest on the second day, I was not having to refer
to that chart as much. The thing is, I have been talking to the
same folks for a while in the same areas of the same bands.
With the contest, I had to get out of my comfort zone. I had to
make adjustments I hadn’t touched in some time. I learned
more about how my station works during different parts of the
day. Most of my efforts in the world of radio have been on
antennas, learning cw and working with the club. This was a
chance to get at & use my station. Yes, it is nice to look back
over my log for that weekend, but the greater satisfaction was
in getting more acquainted with my station.

You thought I had lost my mind by not mentioning cw?
Rest assured. Lee, KC6MCI has been leading the charge on
146.460 FM simplex at 7:30 pm Sundays & Tuesdays. Andy,
KJ6IYM along with Bennett, K6CEL have been make real
progress. Al, AA7C joined us and is knocking the rust off his
copy. Join us if you’d like as we “hone” our heritage.
Thank you & 73,

A lot of things are going on for April. On Saturday, the 2nd,
an EmComm get-together will take place in Brown’s Valley.
See Ron Murdock for details on that one. Yours truly has been
asked to put on a presentation, so I’ll be there. Our club
meeting will be April 6 at 6:00 pm. We’ll have a Potluck
dinner with a tail gate swap meet at the QTH of Meg Burgin,
KI6TLS. A table will be set up for white elephant ham related
items to benefit the club. Bring you swap items along with
anything you’d like to put on the club table. The plan is to
have fun, so be prepared.

Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY
“CU on the air”

April 16 is Bike Around The Buttes. We have a long
association with this ride. Last year was my first year and I
had a lot of fun. We know you will too. We can thank Russ for
his efforts to make this come off flawlessly once again. His
job with BATB is not an easy one. It includes a lot of worry
about staffing. I take my hat off to him.
For the future, we are looking at having our May club
meeting once again at the 2 Bits Café. Bob, N6BOB has
graciously offered to put on a show about the travels he,
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HAM STUFF to BUY, SELL, or TRADE
Here are the rules: Any YSARC member can list a ham-related item(s) to sell, buy, or trade. Give a brief description of the item(s), an
asking price, and a way to contact you (email address would be a good way). Please limit the amount of items to (4) per month. The
items will be run in the YSARC newsleer. Please submit your listing on or before the 4th Wednesday of the month.
FOR SALE: Aluminum J-Pole Antenna (available for either 144 MHz / 222MHz / 450 MHz
These J Poles are hand made using T6061 aircraft grade aluminum and stainless steel
fasteners. These antennas are omni-directional and have around 3dB gain. They can
be mounted on any camera tripod as it is drilled and tapped w/ 1/4”x 20 thread.
Cost: $30 (locally) (or $35 for the special collapsible model.)
Call Russell at 530-821-5882 or email at kb6yaf@arrl.net

Custom Made 40 foot Poles by Lee, KC6MCI
$85.00
If you are interested in buying a custom made 40’
push up poles built in sections complete with guy
wire loops, call Lee Sheﬃeld at 530-755-1004 or
email him at leesheﬃeld@comcast.net

ScrewDriver HF Antennas
Under $200.00
Lee, KC6MCI manufactures the famous
Screwdriver-motor HF Antenna based on the
original design of Don, W6AAQ. If you are
interested in a great HF antenna that covers
10-80 meters mobile, contact Lee. He can
even custom make one in diﬀerent colors and
his “Stars & Bars” Special

The YSARC Ham Swap ‘n Sell
Don’t forget to come to the YSARC’s “Tailgate Ham Swap ‘n Sell” on
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 at 6:00pm at the QTH of Meg Burgin, KI6TLS. Her
address is 11476 Larkin Rd. in Live Oak, CA. Talk-in is on 146.085+ (127.3)
If you have ham related items to sell, trade, or swap, bring it on! There is no
charge for selling your wares. Come and have a good time!

THE FEARED UGERUMF???

Ugerumf! No, this is not the sound you make when you try to pick that boat
anchor you just bought off the ham fest table. We've all heard of the “wouff
hong”; most know of the “rettysnitch”, but fewer still may be familiar with
the “ugerumf”. This mysterious object was made shortly after ARRL cofounder Hiram Percy Maxim wrote his "Rotten QRM" article back in 1917
(the original editorial was reprinted in the December 1940 QST). Whether the
device was symbolic of QRM in those days or was supposed to cure its evils
is something left to the imagination, although strong hints were given by
"The Old Man." The words "ugerumf" and "rettysnitch" allegedly appeared in
CW poorly sent by what "The Old Man" called "a poor gink." The evillooking ugerumf is on display at ARRL Headquarters in the same cabinet
with the wouff hong and the rettysnitch.

How to Contact Us......
Valley Ham News Editor & YSARC.ORG Webmaster - Russell Decker, KB6YAF kb6yaf@arrl.net
YSARC President - Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY ki6zyy@yahoo.com
YSARC Secretary - Meg Burgin, KI6TLS
mburgin@syix.com
YSARC Treasurer - Clara Ansley, N6VRH
claraansely@openrange.net
YSARC VE Testing Coordinator - Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI
leesheffield@comcast.net

Websites...
www.arrl.org - This is the website to the American Radio Relay League
www.ysarc.org - This is the club website. It contains information about the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club
http://aprs.fi - This is a ‘Google Maps” site that contain all of the APRS activity.
www.qrz.com - Look up call signs, take practice ham radio exams, and much more.
http://rettysnitch.org - This website explains what those two weird things are on the front page of the VHN
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YSARC/ - This is the URL to the YSARC Yahoo Group Site. Sign- Up !!!!
http://hamslife.com/ - This is the ham radio blog of Bill, WA6OHP
www.quartzfest.org - The oﬃcial website of the “Quartzfest” held on the last week of January
http://www.wunderground.com/ - A very cool weather website

The members of the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club want to thank the following businesses in Yuba City
that have supported the club with their goods and services. We hope you will patronize their businesses.

1199 Butte House Rd
Suite D, Yuba City, CA 95991
(530) 671-9905

The “2 Bits” Cafe
1272 Colusa Ave - Yuba City, CA - (530) 755-2012
YSARC Breakfasts - Every Wednesday Morning
at 8:30 am.

*Batteries Plus of Yuba City offers a discount to all
YSARC Members

