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For those CW operators who would like a
little more challenge to their operation, try
working your straight key or paddle while you
are mobile.
I have worked some mobile CW operators on
the HF bands in the past while I was sitting
comfortably at my shack, and I have always
been amazed at their ability to hold a QSO as
they drove. Not until recently though, have I
fully appreciated that ability.
For the past few weeks Lonnie, KI6ZYY and I
have been working together on mobile CW just
about every time we jump into our vehicles.
When we first started, it was very awkward
trying to send each other’s call signs as we
were driving down the road, much less trying
to hold a QSO in sometimes heavy traffic. We
found out very quickly that it takes a good deal
of concentration to not only send CW, but to
copy in our heads, while also keeping our eyes
open and our minds alert as we travel down the
highways in a safe manner. Of course we
would try to keep our sentences short and
simple as possible to begin with and after a few
sessions we began to get a little better at
copying in our heads and holding a fairly
decent QSO.

Did we make mistakes in
copying and sending? You bet,
we did, and still do. After all, we
are driving as we operate; and
our main concentration is on
safety. However, we do have a
lot of fun working mobile CW
and I for one, hope to get more
proficient at it.
I know that mobile CW operation
is not for everyone, but for
anyone looking for a more
challenging experience should at
least give it a try. I guarantee you
will come away with deeper
appreciation for mobile CW
o p e r a t i o n . B u t r e m e m b e r,
SAFETY FIRST and
FOREMOST!!
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Monthly activities

73, Lee, KC6MCI
(editor’s note: Do this at your own risk.
Also, it’‘s probably not a good idea in heavy
traﬃc situations)

1st Wednesday: Club Meeting
3rd Wednesday: Board Meeting

Note:
If you have any old club photos, articles, or
something for the site, please contact
Russe%, KB6YAF.

the Club and Board Meetings)

UPCOMING EVENTS

(Check the minutes for details on
______________________
All newsletter submissions are due on
or before the 4th Wednesday of the
month

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Jan 5th (6 - 8pm) - YSARC Winter Potluck and Campfire Meeting
WED.
Bring a dish of food for the Indoors Potluck starting at
6 PM. There will be a bonfire outside after dinner weather permitting. A presentation on ‘How to do Net
Control will be given by Lonnie, KI6ZYY
Jan 19th (7 pm) - YSARC Board Meeting at Lee Sheffield’s, KC6MCI
2265 Madrone St. Sutter, CA
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Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
(146.850 - PL 110.0)
Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
(146.085 + PL 127.3)
2nd Wednesday - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

MEG’S MEETING MINUTES
Meeting of December 15th, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 1909-hours by President Russell Decker and was followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Present were 2010 Club Officers:
Ansley, Decker and Moore; Board Members, Johnson, Murdock, Sheffield, Strong and Teeje.
2011 Club Officers: Ansley, Burgin and Moore; Board Members: Boone, Decker, Puckett, and
Sheffield.
Ramona Traub was introduced as a guest of Moore.
Reports of officers, boards and standing committees:
Reading of minutes of previous meeting were approved as read.
Treasurers report was given by Treasurer Ansley.
Decker explained the withdrawal of Secretary Whelchel was due to her enrollment in Barber School.
Manna was thanked for her years of service.
Reports of special (temporary) committees:
Herb Puckett was recognized with a Lifetime Membership in YSARC.
Moore reported that he was giving presentations at other clubs and that YSARC finances appear to
have better stats that comparable clubs.
Ansley reported that about 35 members had paid their 2011 dues.
A thank you note had been sent to Ramona Mock for her donation to YSARC.
Unfinished (old) business:
The Christmas dinner at 2-Bits Café was praised as a huge success. 36 people attended and the meals
and service were excellent.
The success and failures of 2010 Club Activities were recalled. Ideas for 2011 were discussed. It was
agreed that food was a good drawing card.
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MEG’S MEETING MINUTES - CON’T
New business:
Decker welcomed the 2011 Officers and Board Members aboard and said he “is happy to pass the
gavel onto Moore“. He stated that it has been a pleasure to serve YSARC.
Ansley, Burgin and Moore will make arrangements to meet at Umpqua Bank to update signature
cards.
Ansley also expressed her appreciation to YSARD for standing by her during her health issues and
the loss of her husband and mother. Clara has served as YSARC financial officer for 19 years.
Burgin was asked to prepare a list of others to receive the YSARC newsletter.
2011 VE Exams will continue to be given in the odd months of the year by YSARC. Those dater are
1/8; 3/5; 7/9; 9/10 and 11/5. GEARS of Chico will proctor the even month exams. To help with these
exams, please contact Sheffield KC6MCI. (Editor’s note: You can contact Lee at 530-755-1004 or
email him at leesheffield@comcast.net for information concerning VE testing.)
Decker requested submission of articles of interest for the newsletter.
It was decided to send out a post card reminder of club activities and dues request. Dues for new
members may be paid quarterly. A membership committee will work out details of this mailer.
The planning of multi-club activities was discussed.
Good of the order: Decker expressed his appreciation to all club members who kept he and his
family in their thoughts and prayers over the last few weeks and for stepping up to the plate to cover
his obligations during his absence.
Announcements: The January Membership Meeting will be held at Burgin’s QTH with a Pot Luck
commencing at 1800-hours; warm and cozy indoors for dinner. A Bon Fire outdoors, weather
permitting. Moore will make a Power Point presentation on operating a Net Control.
The January 19th board meeting will be held at Sheffield’s QTH in Sutter. His address is 2265
Madrone St, Sutter, CA.
Moore - All licensees are encouraged to test up to the next level.
Ramona Traub served a delicious strawberry cake. Thank you!
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 1115-hours.

Respectfully Submitted,
Meg Burgin, KI6TLS
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CLARA’S CALCULATIONS

Treasurer’s Report - December - 2010
Checking Balance: November 2010

$3,214.41

Deposits
12/6 Dues: N6XVL; N6VRH
12/13 Dues: KC6MCI / KB6ZCR; K6AVW / KM6EBY; KC6OXX

$
$

40.00
70.00

Total Deposits
Sub Total (Balance + Deposits)

$ 110.00
$3,324.41

Marsh-Seabury & Smith - Equipment Insurance
Barry Barnes - Christmas Dinner - 2 Bits Cafe

$ 105.00
$ 400.00

Total Bills:
Sub Total: (less bill total)

$ 505.00
$2,819.41

Bills
1241
1234

Special Accounts
Repeater Fund:
Drawing Money:
VE:
Memorial Fund:

$540.30
$176.44
$ 45.30
$ 65.00

Special Funds Total:

$ 827.04

Club Balance: (less Special Funds)

$1,992.37

Submitted by Clara, N6VRH
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YSARC Club Store
The YSARC Club Store is stocking coax, connectors, adapters, Anderson Power Poles, and misc.
electronic components for its members. Prices will be set to replace the item and not for profit.
The store is a service for YSARC “Members Only” Sometimes you get into a ham related project and
find that you are in need of some parts, etc. and would like to have them NOW. We’ve all been there.
Now, the YSARC is starting to stock commonly used items. If you are a member and need to access
the Club Store, please contact Barry, KE6LW at ke6lw@comcast.net or Lee, KC6MCI at
leesheﬃeld@comcast.net

Yummy Stuff - Recipes from our Members
Orange Julie-Us - (from the “Puckett Family Recipes” Book, 2nd Edition)
1
1
1
1
1/4
10-12

6oz. can Frozen Orange Juice
Cup Milk
Cup Water
Teaspoon Vanilla
Cup Sugar
Ice Cubes

Combine all ingredients (except ice cubes) in a blender container.
Cover and Blend adding one ice cube at a time
Blend until smooth
Serve immediately. Straws are a nice addition.

THE JANUARY WINTER POTLUCK & BONFIRE MEETING
If you are planning to attend, please contact Lonnie, KI6ZYY. Bring a main, side, or dessert dish for
the potluck. Also, remember your place settings. The dinner will be indoors of course. If the
weather is good, will will have an outdoors bonfire. A PowerPoint presentation will also be given by
Lonnie, KI6ZYY on “Net Control”

What: The YSARC Winter Potluck and Bonfire
Where: The QTH of Meg Burgin, KI6TLS - 11476 Larkin Rd. Live Oak, CA
When: Wednesday, January 5th at 6:00 - 8:00pm (or so)

How to Contact Us......
Valley Ham News Editor & YSARC.ORG Webmaster - Russell Decker, KB6YAF kb6yaf@arrl.net
YSARC President - Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY ki6zyy@yahoo.com
YSARC Secretary - Meg Burgin, KI6TLS
mburgin@syix.com
YSARC Treasurer - Clara Ansley, N6VRH
claraansely@openrange.net
YSARC VE Testing Coordinator - Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI
leesheffield@comcast.net
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EDITOR’S TX

_._.

__._

_..

.

I hope everyone is delighted with all of the ham gear
you received under the tree this year. What, you say it
wasn’t there? You might have to leave better “hints”
to the one that is the gift-giver!! All kidding aside, it
was a quiet Christmas holiday time at this QTH. As
our kids grow up, get married, have families of their
own, move away, it gets difficult to orchestrate a
family gathering. With #1 son and his family living in
Reno, getting over the Sierras is a big deal. #2 son
spends his Christmas time with his In-Laws. #3 son is
serving our country in Afghanistan and his family lives
in Clarksville, Tennessee. #4 son is in transition to San
Moreno Valley (near LosAngeles). So, as you can see,
it was Deb and I, along with Jazz, (#1 cat); Mia, (#2
cat); and Sissy, (#3 cat), relaxing at home. It was a
good Christmas knowing we didn’t have to risk our
lives out on the open road, or at the Mall!
My spare time lately has been getting my solar arrays
ready to go to ‘Quartzfest’ (quartzfest.com) just south
of Quartzsite, AZ. I bought a new 100 amp hour AGM
battery from Batteries Plus in Yuba City. With our
YSARC discount, I saved a LOT of money. So, if you
are a club member, go buy your batteries, accessories
and flashlights at Batteries Plus. They support our
club with a generous discount!! I figured I saved more
than $50 on my battery purchase. They are located on
the west end of the Target Store parking lot in Yuba
City.

_._

_...

_....

_._ _ ._ .._.

If you are contemplating a solar power system, you
have to do some calculations on power consumption.
The power consumption of each appliance is stated
somewhere on each device in terms of AC watts or AC
amps. What we really need to know is what the
equivalent is in DC amps, because that is what the
battery is supplying. Here is a simple formula to
calculate the equivalent power expressed in DC amps:
DC Amps = AC Watts / 12 Volts
(Example: A TV set with a 100 AC watt rating used for
1 hour would consume 9.17 DC Amp/hrs. Where the
appliance is rated in AC Amps, use the formula:
DC Amp/Hrs = AC Amps X 10 X 1.1 X (hours of
use)
By adding together one’s projected hours of
appliance use (TV, coﬀee maker, etc), it’s fairly easy
to calculate the projected DC Amp/Hrs needed on a
daily basis. This represents the “draw down” on the
battery bank. Naturally, the bigger the “bank” of
batteries, the longer one can go without recharging
the batteries. With the solar array and a good
“controller”, you can see the amps being generated
to maintain a good battery charge.
I challenge you to start a solar charging system.
Who know, maybe more of you can convert your
ham shack oﬀ the grid by using solar power and
batteries. There are tons of videos on YouTube and
lots of ar ticles on the inter net. Do some
investigation and tinkering with this. When the “Big
One” hits, you will have plenty of power to run your
shack during that time of emergency.

Along with the Solar arrays and batteries, I also
hooked up my 2,500 watt inverter and controller. The
inverter takes an input of 12v and inverts it to 110v
AC. My goal is to have my solar panels/batteries/
inverter run my TV & Satellite; the hair dryer; the
microwave oven; and small appliances like the toaster
and coffee maker (not all at the same time though!). Items needed for a basic solar power system: the
The controller controls the amount of voltage coming solar panels (output measured in watts); a controller;
storage batteries (deep cycle); a large capacity
out of the array and into the batteries.
inverter (preferably a pure sine wave type).
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HAM HELP
HAM STUFF to BUY, SELL, or TRADE
Here are the rules: Any YSARC member can list a ham-related item(s) to sell, buy, or trade. Give a brief description of the item(s), an
asking price, and a way to contact you (email address would be a good way). Please limit the amount of items to (4) per month. The
items will be run in the YSARC newsleer. Please submit your listing on or before the 4th Wednesday of the month.

FOR SALE: Aluminum J-Pole Antenna (available for either 144 MHz / 222MHz / 450 MHz
These J Poles are hand made using T6061 aircraft grade aluminum and stainless steel
fasteners. These antennas are omni-directional and have around 3dB gain. They can
be mounted on any camera tripod as it is drilled and tapped w/ 1/4”x 20 thread.
Cost: $30 (locally) (or $35 for the special collapsible model.)
Call Russell at 530-821-5882 or email at kb6yaf@arrl.net

SPECIAL REQUESTS...
Antenna Assistance - Any club member(s) who need assistance with their antennas, please contact
Lonnie, KI6ZYY at ki6zyy@yahoo.com to make arrangements for a team of volunteers to come to your
QTH and help with your antenna project. If you have the skills and ability to help repair antennas, etc. and
would like to be a part of the “Antenna Assistance Group”, please contact Lonnie and let him know that
you are interested in volunteering!!

CLUB & VANITY CALL SIGNS
You may recall the FCC activity over the last few years and months regarding Vanity call signs
and Club call signs. We now have a final (for now) action by the FCC on those two topics.
On Wednesday, December 15, new rules affecting vanity and club station call signs within the
Amateur Radio Service were published in the Federal Register. These new rules will go into
effect on February 14, 2011. Thirteen months ago, the FCC announced its intention of
modifying Part 97
as it applies to the vanity call sign system and club station call signs,
aligning the rules to prior Commission decisions. Last month, the Commission released a
Report and Order (R&O), outlining its decision. Along with the changes to the call sign rules,
the FCC made “certain minor, non-substantive amendments” to portions of Part 97. By
following the underlined links above you can read all about it.
73,
Ron, W6KJ
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PHOTOS OF THE DECEMBER DINNER
Photos by Lonnie, KI6ZYY
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PHOTOS OF THE DECEMBER DINNER
Photos by Lonnie, KI6ZYY
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